
By Tom Gaylord

BIG AIR POWER IN A SHORTER PACKAGE:

Always wanted a powerful airgun that’s easily 
portable? The TalonP puts true hunting ballistics 
in a package that’s easy to carry.

Lead Photo By Mike Anschuetz



Black rifl es have something in common—a pistol grip 
for the fi ring hand. For many shooters, it’s impossi-
ble to look at that grip and not imagine what the gun 

would be like if  it were a pistol instead of a rifl e. We know 
that the fi rearms market has satisfi ed this desire for over a 
decade. Now it’s time to look at the fi rst air pistol to do so.

AirForce Airguns of Fort Worth is known for making 
powerful pneumatic sporting rifl es that have a black rifl e 
look. For many years, the airgunning community has 
been asking them to turn their gun into a pneumatic air 
pistol, please. 

They fi nally decided to bring one out in the latter 
half  of last year, and of course it had to be something 
worthy of the company that currently makes the world’s 
most powerful smallbore production air rifl e. So, the new 
TalonP pistol is powerful. How powerful, you ask? How 
about knocking on the door of a .22 rimfi re short fi red 
from a rifl e? The new pistol can deliver 10 shots at over 
50 foot-pounds of muzzle energy on a single fi ll of air.

The new quarter-inch bore
Yes, the TalonP rocks with power that 98% of the 

world’s smallbore air rifl es cannot achieve. To get that 
kind of power from a pneumatic airgun requires any two 
out of three things. One is a very long barrel so the pellet 
has time to accelerate and another is a really heavy pel-
let. The third thing that’s needed is a valve that runs wide 
open. Any two of these three are required for power.

The TalonP is a pistol, so the long barrel is out. It has 
a 12-inch Lothar Walther barrel that might seem like a 
Buntline to those unfamiliar with the air pistol power 
situation, but which actually is surprisingly short for the 
power the gun can generate. However, to the untrained 
eye it won’t seem short. 

The pistol is offered in .25 cal., which is where the heavi-
est pellets reside among the smallbore airgun calibers, so 
the requirement for heavy projectiles is fulfi lled. And the 
other component in this case is a revolutionary new valve 

that generates great power without using 
large volumes of air. That’s the real story.

The TalonP is currently the zenith of smallbore air 
pistol power and accuracy. Let’s learn why.

   
Smallbore airguns
Smallbore airguns comprise of .177, .20. .22 and .25 

cals. They’re what some might call the conventional cali-
bers. Because there’s a growing contingent of big bore 
airguns, the smallbore label has to be used. There have 
been other calibers within the range of the four we cur-
rently enjoy, but they didn’t succeed.

The next thing you need to understand is that among 
all the three popular airgun powerplants, which are 
spring-piston, CO2 and compressed air, only the latter of-
fers suffi cient potential to achieve serious power. Spring-
piston guns top out at around 30+ foot-pounds and CO2

guns are too dependent on warm weather to be of any 
practical use. Compressed air offers the only real possibil-
ity for smashing power.

    
Compressed air similar to blackpowder
You also need to understand that a compressed-air gun 

operates along principles that are quite similar to those 
of blackpowder guns. For one thing, the longer the bar-
rel the more time the compressed air has to act upon the 
projectile and the greater the acceleration. Think of it as 
“burn time” if  you like—the comparison is valid. 

Just as a longer barrel provides more time for black-
powder to burn and generate gas that pushes on the bul-
let, so a longer barrel on a compressed-air gun allows 
more time for the compressed air to expand as it pushes 
the pellet down the bore. Hence, the longer the barrel, the 
greater the velocity—in both compressed-air guns and 
those that use blackpowder.

Just as there were no Kentucky rifl es with 18-inch bar-
rels, so there cannot be any compressed air pistols of true 
pocket size that also develop serious power. A long barrel 

is a must when power is the objective. How-
ever, a 12-inch barrel like the one found in 

the TalonP isn’t really considered long. 
In fact, it is quite short for the job it’s 
asked to do.

Second, compressed-air guns act just like 
blackpowder guns, since their maximum velocity is lim-
ited by the nature of expanding air, just as the velocity 
derived from blackpowder is limited by the maximum 
percentage of powder that can burn. If  you want greater 
power with either kind of gun, you have to shoot a heavi-
er projectile. 

To get the most from compressed air, use longer bar-
rels and heavier pellets. And longer barrels fl y in the face 
of the pistol concept—or do they?  Consider the follow-
ing. There are some fi rearm pistols with very long barrels. 
The Thompson Center Contender, for one, is a handgun 
that’s a carbine in everything but name. It’s widely used 
by hunters who have no problem saying they’re hunting 
with handguns—even though those “handguns” have 
extra-long barrels, sport powerful scope sights and even 
have carrying slings.

It was with that understanding that the TalonP was 
created. The laws of physics must be obeyed, yet what 
the AirForce designers have managed to do is thread a 
path through those physical constraints and deliver an air 
pistol with power enough for serious hunting. It may not 
be the pocket pistol of everyone’s dreams, but neither is 
an S&W .500 Mag.!

     
Round and round we go!
Before we get off  the subject, I have both seen and shot 

another air pistol that generates up to 300 foot-pounds 
of muzzle energy. That one is a .45 cal. big bore. The bar-
rel is 18 inches long and the projectile it shoots weighs 
350 grains. The recoil is approximately the same as a .357 
Mag. handgun, though not as sharp. But it will defi nitely 
lift up your hands!

So, when we dream of powerful air pistols for hunt-
ing, we soon run into the harsh wall of reality. Before the 
TalonP hit the market, there was just a single compressed-
air pistol that generated over 40 foot-pounds; and to my 
eye, it looked like a pirate pistol. It was so long and heavy 
that owners began clamoring for a detachable shoulder 
stock the moment they unpacked the box. 

The manufacturer quickly complied and before long they 
found themselves with an air carbine—and wishing for just 
a little more power that only a rifl e-length barrel could give.

Specifi cations
The TalonP is a .25 cal. precharged pneumatic air pis-

tol. It carries enough compressed air in its reservoir for 
10 powerful shots, each at over 50 foot-pounds when the 
heaviest pellets are used. It’s 24.2 inches long and weighs 
3.5 lbs. The pistol has no sights, so it must be scoped. 
Given the extreme long range at which it’s accurate, it will 
do its best with an all-out rifl e scope.

The gun is made of aircraft-grade aluminum and steel 
with just a few synthetic parts placed where they best serve 
the overall mission. The 12-inch barrel by Lothar Walther 
is capable of out-shooting most high-dollar .22 rimfi re 
rifl es out to 50 yards—a fact I will show you in this report.

Airgun hunter Eric Henderson has already taken a 
prairie dog at over 100 yards with the very pistol I’m test-
ing for you, so the accuracy has been established. I’ll also 
test the gun on traditional paper targets to better show 
the capability.

Initially, the pistol will be offered in .25 cal. only, but 
I expect to see a .22 cal. version before too long. They 
almost have to make one, given the wide assortment of 
extremely accurate, heavy .22 cal. pellets that are available.

The strange thing about making the new pistol in .25 
cal. is that, until very recently, there hasn’t been a good 

.25 cal. pellet on the market. The best was the Beeman 
Kodiak, and they were good only in comparison to all the 
others, which are nothing but sinker larvae. Now, there 
are a couple new superlative .25 cal. pellets that hit the 
market just in time for this pistol.

For the record, I did try many of the pellets that, until 
recently, were the best money could buy. I had to because 
you never know how a gun will perform with different am-
munition. The testing I did only bore out the truth that 
there aren’t really many good .25 cal. pellets on the market.

How many shots?
Before testing the gun for accuracy, I was interested to 

see if  the manufacturer’s claim for the number of power-
ful shots on one fi ll was realistic. Fifty-plus foot-pounds 
from a 12-inch barrel will gobble air fast, and the pistol’s 
new reservoir is pretty small, so this is a valid question.

The pellet that promised the greatest 
power is the super-heavyweight from Ko-
rea—the Eun Jin pointed pellet weighing 
43.2 grains. A pointed pellet is not normally 
the most accurate type; but since this one is 
nearly 10 grains heavier than anything else 
out there, it deserves a look.

After a fi ll of the reservoir to 3000 pounds per square 
inch (psi), the fi rst 10 pellets averaged 752 fps. That means 
they were generating an average of 54.26 foot-pounds of 
energy at the muzzle, or slightly less than that of a .22 
short standard-speed bullet. And this is from an air pis-
tol! There’s never been another production smallbore air 
pistol with anything like this kind of power. Indeed, it’s 
more powerful than 98% of all magnum air rifl es! 

While this is stunning news, there’s even more to re-
port; because within that fi rst 10-shot string the fi rst sev-
en shots are more powerful than the last three. Taken by 
themselves, the average velocity of those fi rst seven shots 
is 764 fps and the average energy is 56 foot-pounds! That 
might not seem like a signifi cant increase over the 10-shot 
average, but in later testing it turned out that the best ac-
curacy was always in strings of less than 10 shots.

I also tested several other pellet types and played with 
the power adjuster on the left side of the pistol. AirForce 
has always had a power adjuster on their sporting air-
guns, and the TalonP continues the tradition; but my 

AirForce Airguns offers their fi rst air 
pistol—the TalonP. It’s a .25 cal. pow-

erhouse that revolutionizes the role of 
the smallbore hunting air pistol!

The compressed air tank unscrews for charging. The charging adapter screws 
onto the tank and couples with an air source through the quick-disconnect fi tting.

Benjamin Premier pellets (r.) and JSB Exact King pellets are two new entries 
in the .25 cal. world. They’re available only from qualifi ed airgun dealers.

From left to right are the four smallbore pellet cali-
bers—.177, .20, .22 and .25. The .25 cal. offers the 
most energy and penetration for small game hunting.

The hex screw head in the oval window indicates the 
major power setting and the numbers on the wheel 
are for fi ner tuning. Here it’s set at just under No. 8.

The optional shoulder stock turns the pistol into 
a small carbine. It can be slid along the air reservoir 
to adjust the length of pull. No SBR rules here!

The TalonP fi ts into the AirForce tactical bag with the 
shoulder stock attached and extended. This case holds 
almost everything needed for shooting in the fi eld.

This BKL cantilever scope mount allows the scope to be positioned farther forward. This was 
needed to compensate for the extended shoulder stock.

Gaylord tried several different holds to steady the 
pistol for long-range shots. This one is an adaptation 
of an air pistol silhouette hold, gripping the scope.
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initial thought was that shooters would want to run this 
pistol wide open all the time. 

But what if  that doesn’t give the best results with some 
pellets? That can always happen, just like too much pow-
der in a firearm cartridge can spoil an accurate load. 
Finding the right balance of power and projectile is the 
task of both the reloader and the owner of a precharged 
airgun that has adjustable power.

In the beginning, I was charging the pistol to 3000 psi; 
but as testing progressed, I discovered that if  I wanted to 
lower the power setting, I also had to lower the fill pres-
sure. The valve in the TalonP does a very careful balanc-
ing act between the time it remains open and the amount 
of air it releases—and controlling the fill pressure is an 
important part of the equation. 

If  you fill to 3000 and set the power adjuster to No. 8, 
for instance, you’ll get a long string of lower-velocity shots 
as the pressure is exhausted from the reservoir. There will 
be eight to 11 shots in this string. Then the velocity in-
creases and you get another string of powerful shots that 
do not vary that much. This is where the optimum accu-
racy is derived. After that string, the pistol starts losing 
velocity, again, and does so until it runs out of air—which 
you should never do with a precharged airgun.

The secret of getting the best accuracy of this or any 
precharged gun is to find out what pressure is in the res-

ervoir when the peak velocity begins. I was able to deter-
mine that the gun wants to be filled to just under 2700 
psi for the first shot to be on the power curve when the 
pistol’s power adjustment is set to eight. Knowing that, 
I could now get the very best accuracy from that power 
setting starting with the first shot and not waste any air.

Benjamin Premier domes give me an average of 877 
fps at this setting, and I can easily shoot a string of 11 
shots. That works out to an average energy of 47.49 foot-
pounds at the muzzle.

At the same power setting, the JSB Exact King pellets 
averaged 875 fps and generated an average muzzle energy 
of 41.66 foot-pounds. There are also 11 shots at this set-
ting; and as you can see, the power generated isn’t that far 
off  the maximum available with the much heavier Eun 
Jin pellets. 

Yet, the velocity is more than 100 foot-seconds faster 
than the heavier Korean pellets, which means a flatter tra-
jectory. Also, both the Benjamin Premiers and the JSBs 
are so close in velocity at this setting that they shoot to 
almost the same point of aim out to 50 yards! 

Setting up for accuracy
Now that I knew more about the performance that 

could be expected from the gun, it was time to start 
punching holes in paper. After all—if the gun doesn’t 
shoot where you point, it doesn’t matter if  the pellet hits 
like a freight train or not

First, I mounted a scope and tried shooting the pistol 
as it came from the box. In this configuration, it holds 

much the same as a silhou-
ette air pistol, where you 
hold the back of the scope 

to help steady the gun on target. That’s what airgun hunt-
er Eric Henderson did, and he managed to drop several 
handfuls of West Texas prairie dogs with offhand shots. 

The longest was measured with a laser rangefinder at 
slightly over 100 yards. Anyone who has hunted prairie dogs 
in the open land of the Texas Panhandle knows that getting 
as close as 100 yards is a trick in itself, so it didn’t hurt that 
he was armed with this incredible long-range airgun!

I found that I first had to learn how to hold the pistol to 
group well this way. My method was to grip the back of 
the scope and push my hand into my forehead to steady 
the gun. Since the TalonP has only minimal recoil, this 
method is safe and causes no harm to the gun or shooter. 

An alternative to this is to hold onto the air reservoir 
and rest your cheek against your hand. You can steady 
the gun this way as long as it’s on a rest. When you’re in 
the field, the pistol is top-heavy and you’ll fight it to keep 
from tipping to the side as you sight. The pistol grip helps 
in this respect, but a heavy scope will still try to tip.

    
Optional shoulder stock
As I continued to try different holds, AirForce loaned 

me a preproduction optional shoulder stock that clamps to 
the pistol’s air reservoir. Not only does this option provide 
you with a length of pull that’s correct for a rifle, it’s also 
adjustable by sliding the clamp along the tank. I normally 
favor about a 14.5-inch pull on a conventional rifle, and I 
found that with the shoulder stock extended all the way 
back I could just obtain this. By the time you read this, the 
shoulder stock will be available as a separate order item.

    The shoulder stock can be loosened and collapsed for 
easier carry, though I found that even when fully extend-
ed, it just fit inside my AirForce tactical bag. This bag has 
many pockets that can hold all the pellets, targets and the 
air-fill adapter you need with the gun. Only the separate 
air tank you also need to supply the compressed air to the 
pistol’s tank is too large to fit inside the bag, so that goes 
in your other hand when you go to the range or the field.

    Once the shoulder stock was attached, the eyepiece 
of the scope was too close to my eye to see the entire im-
age, so it had to be moved forward. The conventional 
two-piece scope mounts I was using were set at their limit, 
so a one-piece BKL cantilever scope mount was installed. 
It provided more than enough movement to position the 
scope out where I needed it, and now the pistol/carbine 
was fitting me perfectly. It was time to see how she shot!

       
Punching holes
Shooting any new gun can be a challenge because you 

know virtually nothing about it. Add the TalonP’s power 
adjustment to the mix and things can get complex quick-
ly. Fortunately, there are steps to follow. The first is to 
shoot the gun wide open with the heaviest pellet and see 
what happens. The first targets were shot at 25 yards, to 
complete sighting-in the scope.

I knew from the chronograph what the gun would do 
on full power and also what it did on power setting No. 
8. The first 10 shots were with the super-heavyweight Eun 

Jin pointed pellets on full power. They failed to show a 
lot of promise, as did a half-dozen mediocre pellets that, 
until recently, were the best there were. Then, I shifted to 
the two new pellets, and things improved at once.

On full power, both new pellets gave very open 10-
shot groups. When dialed back to power setting No. 3, 
they tightened up considerably. This was the progress I’d 
hoped for. It showed that the pistol could be accurate un-
der the right circumstances, but it still was not the best 
setting for the gun. At power setting No. 3, the gun was 
giving up more than half  its potential power. Although 
the groups were reasonable, they were only shot at 25 
yards. When I moved out to 50 yards these settings would 
not work as well.

    Things were progressing in the right direction, but 
I needed to see more potential from the pistol if  it was 
going to be successful for hunters. Twenty-five yards may 
be the distance to the bird feeder in your backyard, but 
airgun hunters want real results at stalking distances. I 
needed to shoot at 50 yards.

    
50 yards in the wind
The first time I hit the 50-yard range, the wind was gust-

ing sideways 20-30 mph. It was a bad day to try to shoot 
a pellet rifle for accuracy at any range—let alone 50 yards. 
But I was already there, so I set up and shot anyway; and 
for the first time in my life, I saw something that isn’t sup-
posed to be possible. I saw airgun pellets buck the wind!

    Running the gun on power setting No. 8, which drove 
the JSB Exact Kings an average of 875 fps, I shot five 
shots only on each fill—then refilled to finish the 10-shot 
group. Doing this, I managed to put together a 10-shot 
group that amazed me. It was a day when a normal .22 
Long Rifle would have been challenged, yet this JSB pellet 
ignored the wind and sent nine out of 10 rounds through 
the same hole at 50 yards! I knew right then that this was 
the answer I’d been seeking. The TalonP was indeed accu-
rate and could deliver a huge punch far from the muzzle.

The Benjamin Premier dome was right behind the JSB 
and delivered a second surprisingly tight 10-shot group—
once again with the five-and-five technique. So, now there 
were two good pellets for the pistol—either of which 
could deliver the mail.

    
Why I shoot 10-shot groups
You might wonder why I put such effort into shooting 10-

shot groups when the standard today seems to be the five-
shot group. Indeed, at least one gun writer is well-known 
for publishing his results based on three-shot groups. But 
neither three nor even five shots are sufficient to demon-
strate the true accuracy potential of a rifle or handgun. 

This fact was well-known a century ago, when 10-shot 
groups were the norm and writers apologized for show-
ing anything less. But the advent of semiautomatic arms 
and a faster pace of life have truncated our expectations.

I normally try to shoot 10-shot groups when possible, 
and I’ll explain to my readers that a five-shot group can 

be expected to be 40% smaller than a 10-shot group from 
the same gun under similar conditions. However, there 
are cases when this just isn’t convenient, and this pistol 
was one such case.

    
Inspiration!
In the end, shooting a half-group of five shots then 

refilling the gun for the second five proved too cumber-
some. Besides, a hunter doesn’t care about groups. He 
wants every shot to go where he aims, so all he has to do 
is fill the air tank after every five shots and that’s what 
this gun will do.

By the time I hit the 50-yard range the second time, 
I was already experienced with the pistol. Power setting 
No. 8 was going to give the optimum combination of 
power and accuracy. The pistol was now capable of deliv-
ering 90-95% of its specified maximum power with pellets 
that wanted to shoot to the same place out to 50 yards. 
Now it was time to shoot a few more groups to confirm 
all of this.

This time, the drill was to fill the pistol and shoot five 
good shots. That would be my group. When I shot again 
it would be after filling the gun and would count as an-
other five-shot group.

Both JSB Exact Kings and Benjamin Premier pellets 
produced excellent results following this routine, with 
most five-shot groups well under one-half  inch between 
centers. The best group of the session was five JSB Kings 
that went into .108" at 50 yards. 

The Benjamin Premiers were only slightly behind that, 
with the best five in a group measuring .222" between cen-
ters. This is accuracy that the hunter can take to the bank, 
because with an airgun the gun doesn’t warm as you 
shoot. Just keep refilling the tank after every five shots, 
and the powerful pistol will keep lobbing them through 
the same hole half  a football field away. 

        
Trigger
The non-adjustable two-stage trigger on the TalonP 

releases at a crisp 2 pounds, 2 ounces. The wide trigger 
shoe mitigates the force required to release the sear, and 
you don’t notice it nearly as much as the numbers seem to 

indicate. It seems like a one-pound release. Besides, when 
the gun goes off, a lot more is happening.

    
Noise and recoil
Airguns are quiet. Right? Wrong! Some airguns may be 

quiet, but the TalonP pistol isn’t one of them. Although 
it does not crack like a .22 Long Rifle, it does have a very 
pronounced report that’s noticeable even at a regular fire-
arms range. Don’t expect to shoot it in your backyard, 
unless you have some acreage in the country.

AirForce did take steps to quiet the gun. The real muz-
zle is recessed inside the frame about 1.5 inches and a spe-
cial end cap strips off  the turbulent air when it leaves the 
muzzle. Unlike the Talon SS rifle, which has some room 
for the compressed air to go, the TalonP pistol doesn’t 
have that much volume ahead of the real muzzle, so the 
still-excited air gets outside the gun pretty quick.

 This pistol also kicks. The recoil isn’t as sharp as a fire-
arm, but each shot is accompanied by a rocket-like push to 
the rear that will surprise you if  you’re not ready for it. It 
makes it next to impossible to watch the pellets in flight, be-
cause the scope moves away from the target with each shot.

So you can forget the fiction you’ve heard that airguns 
are silent and recoil-free. The lower-powered ones, per-
haps, but not a powerful magnum like the TalonP.

    
The bottom line
The TalonP has an MSRP of $450, and MAP pricing 

limits any reduction below $399.95. Is that expensive or is 
it a deal? Well, considering that there is nothing else like it 
in the world, I guess it’s priced fairly enough. I know that 
if  a gun like this came from Europe, you’d pay triple that 
amount—at least.

Is it really a pistol? Yes it is. In the same sense that the 
Desert Eagle Magnum or Remington XP-100 are pistols, 
this one is, too. But it’s a special air pistol made for hunters.

I would like to thank AirForce Airguns for loaning me 
this pistol for testing, and for their support as I tested it. 
You can visit their website at www.airforceairguns.com. 
And thanks are due to Pyramyd Air, which supplied all 
the pellets used in the test. Contact them at www.pyra 
mydair.com.

Once Gaylord sorted out the fit of the gun and the pel-
let and charging issues, he was ready to shoot some 
groups. Resting the air tank on the cheek helped. 

Many different types of pellets were tested at several different power levels to 
determine which held the best chance for real accuracy. Only a few worked. 

At 25 yards, both the Benjamin Premier (right) and the JSB Exact King pellets 
delivered 10-shot groups at power setting No. 3—acceptable, but not spectacular.

The JSB Exact King pellet is swaged from soft lead, 
so it deforms when it impacts a target. These were 
recovered from the thick rubber target backing. 

Ten JSB Exact King pellets made this group at 50 
yards on a windy day. It measures 1.344 inches be-
tween centers, but nine of them landed in .847". 

Five JSB Exact King pellets went into this 50-yard 
group. It measures .108" between centers. This is 
a screamer for any smallbore rifle—air or rimfire. 

With the end cap removed, we see the true muzzle 
recessed deep in the frame to quiet the report. Even 
so, this pistol is too loud for back yard shooting. 

Five Benjamin Premiers at 50 yards made this .222" 
group. The pistol can do this all day, every day if 
the shooter selects the right pressure and pellets. 
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